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ecently, the IAA journal Freshwater Crayfish increased its international visibility substantially 

by having been included in the Web of Science Core collection (in the Emerging Sources 

Citation Index). Now, it is up to us to make sure the papers published there attract attention and 

citations, and the journal gets more recognition also outside the astacological community. This will 

only happen if at least some of the papers appearing in Freshwater Crayfish are of interest to a 

broader audience. 

The only way we can achieve this is by submitting manuscripts to Freshwater Crayfish that would 

have a good chance to get accepted in mainstream, well-established international journals. 

Recognized research groups that regularly produce well-cited papers should consider publishing 

once upon a time some of their ambitious results or reviews in Freshwater Crayfish . A short-term 

negative effect on scientometric indices for a particular researcher or research group will hopefully 

pay off later by increasing the attractiveness of Freshwater Crayfish  to everyone. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Figure 1. Freshwater Crayfish - The International Association of Astacology’s journal 

https://twitter.com/CrayfishIAA
https://www.facebook.com/CrayfishIAA/
https://www.astacology.org/
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In the long history of the IAA, we have 
now experienced the postponement of 
an IAA meeting for the first time: IAA23 
in Vodnany, Czech Republic has been 
rescheduled from 2020 to 2021 due to 
COVID-19. More details about IAA23 in 
2021 are provided by chief organizer 
Pavel Kozák on the official IAA23 
website.  

As president of the IAA, I need to resolve 
two business matters. The first one is 
related to Forum Flusskrebse, a society 

of astacologists in the German speaking 
cou ntries of Europe. Members of Forum 

Flusskrebse are automatically members of the IAA as well. The 
meetings of Forum Flusskrebse are being held in gap years of 
biannual IAA meetings, which makes it possible for the members 
to attend a crayfish conference every year. However, since IAA23 
will now be held in Czech Republic in June 2021, and the 
conference of Forum Flusskrebse is planned for Switzerland at the 
end of September 2021, the meetings of the two astacological 
societies will overlap in both region and year. I have discussed this 
issue with one of the board members of Forum Flusskrebse, Dr. 
Anne Schrimpf (Institute for Environmental Sciences, University of 
Koblenz-Landau, Germany). The board members of Forum 
Flusskrebse agreed during their annual board meeting on June 
26th, 2020 that members of Forum Flusskrebse should attend both 
meetings in 2021. This makes sense, because the IAA is a mainly 
science-oriented meeting, while Forum Flusskrebse addresses 
more practical topics.  

I bring one more piece of breaking news for the IAA members. The 
IAA has a new Social Media Coordinator (SMC) position, whose 
main role is managing IAA accounts on Twitter and Facebook. Mael 

G. Glon (PhD Candidate, Museum of Biological Diversity, Ohio State 
University) has worked as SMC since IAA22 in Pittsburg, USA. He 
was supposed to complete his term as SMC after IAA23 in 
Vodnany, Czech Republic, but as you all already know, the IAA23 
meeting has been postponed to 2021. In this difficult situation, Dr. 
Fran Oficialdegui (Department of Wetland Ecology, Estación 
Biológica de Doñana, EBD-CSIC, Spain) has shown interest to take 
over as SMC. So, Fran will be in charge of managing the IAA official 
accounts on social media from now on. Please do not hesitate to 
get in touch with him to give more visibility to the fascinating 
actions that IAA members carry out on a daily basis. News, 
publications, announcements, job opportunities, fieldwork, stories 
on crayfish, meetings, photos, and so on can be sent to 
oficialdegui@cbd.csic.es. He will be glad to share your 
contributions on Twitter and Facebook! As IAA president I really 
appreciate this important work for our association. Many thanks to 
Mael and Fran!   

 

Tadashi Kawai, Ph.D. 
IAA President (Japan) 

Figure 2. Fran Oficialdegui Figure 1. Mael G. Glon 

Tadashi Kawai  

Hokkaido, Japan 

tadashi-kawai@hro.or.jp 

mailto:jimstoeckel@auburn.edu
https://www.astacology.org
mailto:FetznerJ@CarnegieMNH.Org
mailto:kawai-tadashi@hro.or.jp
mailto:dieguez@rjb.csic.es
mailto:cataylor@illinois.edu
mailto:lennart.edsman@slu.se
mailto:CrayfishNews@astacology.org
https://iaa23.com/cs/
https://iaa23.com/cs/
mailto:oficialdegui@cbd.csic.es
mailto:tadashi-kawai@hro.or.jp


Crayfish News  Volume 42 Issue 2-3: Page 3 

Such strategy was certainly 

effective for invasion biology when 

the journal Neobiota became 

indexed by the Web of Science. 

Numerous top invasion biologists 

published contributions in this 

journal, including conceptual or 

review papers and meta-analyses, 

although it had no impact factor 

value assigned, and thus no formal 

rank. As a result, Neobiota’s first 

impact factor value launched it 

among above-average journals in 

the field, and the journal 

immediately became attractive for 

submissions from authors who are 

sensitive to impact factor value and 

journal ranks. 

We believe it is a particular responsibility of established 

astacologists to contribute in a similar manner to the further 

development of Freshwater Crayfish. In a recent paper we 

published there together with our students (Ungureanu et al., 

2020), we have included data from a thorough literature 

review on the distribution of the genotypes of the crayfish 

plague in Europe and adjacent regions. We are convinced such 

contribution would be publishable in one of the general 

journals focusing on aquatic diseases or biological invasions – 

but are happy to see this paper out in Freshwater Crayfish. We 

hope the pretty map that is one of the components of the 

paper (Figure 2) won’t be missed on this journal’s pages. We 

urge other members of the community to do the same: 

devote one of your nice papers to the IAA journal, and make it 

grow! 
 

Adam Petrusek  

Lucian Pârvulescu  

(Continued from page 1) 

Figure 2. Map showing the distribution of crayfish plague genotype groups (Ungureanu et al., 2020). 

DON‘T MISS THE 23rd SYMPOSIUM  

OF THE IAA IN THE CZECH REPUBLIK!  

 

Registration is now open 

www.IAA23.com 

https://iaa23.com/
https://iaa23.com/
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As outlined by Whiterod (2020), the 2019-2020 Australian bush-

fires substantially impacted the Australian landscape, its flora 

and fauna, and Australian society. Among the many impacts 

identified from the bushfires, 22 species of Euastacus were as-

sessed as requiring urgent management intervention under an 

Australian Federal Government initiative. 

 
Following those assessments the Federal Government an-

nounced an AU$ 200 million investment to assist recovery of 

native wildlife, and their habitats, from the bushfires. In March 

2020 the Government announced up to AU$ 12 million in fund-

ing, under the Wildlife and Habitat Bushfire Recovery Program, 

available through a competitive grant program. 

 
Cutting a short story even shorter, an application (led by Nick 

Whiterod) from a team of ten workers from across southeastern 

and eastern Australia, was successful. The project entitled 

“Saving the spinys: urgent actions to conserve the Euastacus 

freshwater crayfish” was awarded AU$ 654,500 and is designed 

to inform and support recovery of the 22 previously identified 

priority species of Euastacus impacted by the bushfires. 

 
Broad objectives of the project include: assessment of actual 

impacts of the bushfires on crayfish and their habitats, identify-

ing any distinct populations of crayfish, and the extent of those 

populations, severely impacted by the bushfires (all via field 

surveys), addressing previously identified knowledge gaps on 

the species, and evaluating how to best conserve each species 

as may be required. 

In terms of research funding specifically for the conservation of 

the Australian freshwater crayfish fauna, this level of funding is 

unprecedented. The authors are not aware of funding anywhere 

near this magnitude for Australian freshwater crayfish, and 

should be viewed as a substantial “win” for the Aussie freshwa-

ter crayfish fauna. Of course it is most unfortunate that an un-

mitigated natural disaster was required to put Euastacus clearly 

on the conservation crisis radar, and we trust it is not too late. 

 
A number of IAA Members are on the research team, so you can 

anticipate being updated on the findings and results of the pro-

ject as they come to hand. 

 

James M. Furse 

Griffith Centre for Coastal Management 

Griffith University  

Queensland, Australia 

j.furse@griffith.edu.au 

Nick Whiterod  

Aquasave NGT 

South Australia, Australia 

nick.whiterod@aquasave.com.au 
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Whiterod N (2020). Impact of the Australian Bush-fires on 
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For details of the Wildlife and Habitat Bushfire Recovery Program please see:  

www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/bushfire-recovery/open-grant-program 
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The corona virus disease has turned the world upside down 
and it affects people’s lives across the globe. Last Spring, many 
countries went into lockdown, as an ultimate measure to pre-
vent the spread of the disease. Covid-19 also affects us as asta-
cologists, and the question arises: what to do during the Covid-
19 pandemic, when you are obliged to avoid social contacts, 
work from home or even have to postpone your projects? 

IAA member Premek Hamr (Canada) was kind enough to send 
us some pictures of his activities during the lockdown. In order 
to satisfy his astacological hunger, he went out monitoring the 
rusty crayfish (Faxonius rusticus) at a local creek near his hou-
se, where he was isolating with his wife and son, a cat, a box 
turtle... and some crayfish of course. 

His main sampling site was under and around an old disused 
railway bridge, amid a mixed deciduous, spruce and cedar fo-
rest. In mid-May the crayfish had already mated and Premek 
was able to collect some berried females from the creek. 

Selfie with habitat  

Two berried 

females 
Field notes  

Do you have some nice pictures to share or a story 
to tell? Don’t hesitate to send your content to: 

crayfishnews@astacology.org 

mailto:crayfishnews@astacology.org
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Gathered at the Royal Botanical Garden in Madrid (Spanish 

National Research Council, CSIC) on 14 January 2020, the 

eleventh Technical conference on the conservation and 

management of the native crayfish in the Iberian Peninsula 

was completed. The group that actively participates in 

these meetings is made up of personnel from different ad-

ministrations with competence in the management of the 

species and its habitat, professionals in the sector, and lec-

turers and researchers from universities and research cen-

ters. It has been developing its work continuously for at 

least two decades intending to work for the conservation 

of the Iberian crayfish. To this end, a series of meetings 

have been planned which, among other advantages, pro-

vide the possibility of collecting and exchanging first-hand 

information, to improve coordination in the actions to be 

carried out in favor of the species.  

The conference day was very intense, and the presenta-

tions provided a great deal of information on both research 

and management advances. The conclusions of the confer-

ence and the most discussed ideas are provided below:  

• Invasive alien species are one of the main threats 

affecting the conservation of biodiversity and ecosys-

tems. The native crayfish is particularly affected, as the 

list and the number of populations of alien species 

keep showing sustained growth.  

• The exploitation of alien species, seeking to eradicate 

them with the authorization of their fishing, does not 

help in their eradication, but also helps in their disper-

sion. Coordinated work after first detections is funda-

mental. It is necessary to provide technicians and ad-

ministrations a legal framework to guarantee the nec-

essary actions to get their eradication or control. 

• Freshwater crayfish farming, apart from helping to 

maintain an ex-situ stock, allows a supply of specimens 

for repopulation and reinforcement of populations. 

This activity also fulfills an important function of envi-

ronmental education and awareness.  

• The reinforcement of the population and the founda-

tion of new nuclei provide, in the right conditions, an 

opportunity for the survival of the species. 

• The identification of individuals (and of at least one 

population) that show resistance to the native crayfish 

plague, together with advances in techniques and col-

laboration between technicians and researchers, 

opens up an important line of work for the conserva-

tion of the species.  

• The native crayfish is losing interest at a social level. 

However, its presence is necessary for the conserva-

tion of healthy river environments. Environmental edu-

cation and popularization of its condition should be 

reinforced to favor the conservation of the species. 

• Coordination between technicians, researchers, and 

administrations is essential. These meetings should be 

more official.  

• Our native crayfish is in risk of extinction with several 

different factors threatening it. Inaction over them will 

lead to its extinction.  

 

Alvaro Antón 

University of the Basque Country, UPV/EHU. 

alvaro.anton@ehu.eus 

Fernando Alonso 

Regional Government of Castile-La Mancha. 

Javier Galindo 

Technician of the crayfish recovery plan in Andalucía. 

Sara Lapesa 

Regional Government of Aragon. 

Jokin Larumbe 

Regional Government of Navarre 

Borja Nebot 

Regional Government of Andalusia. 

Antonio Pradillo 

Regional Government of Valencia, VAERSA. 

Laura Martín-Torrijos 

Royal Botanical Garden of Madrid. Spanish National Re-

search Council, CSIC.  

Javier Diéguez-Uribeondo 

Royal Botanical Garden of Madrid. Spanish National Re-

search Council, CSIC.  
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The American Crayfish Atlas is a new website serving high quality distributional data 

for crayfishes of the United States. Collaborating with researchers and government 

agencies, this project has gathered peer-reviewed data to map over 30,000 recorded 

locations of crayfish species. The website map allows the public to explore and com-

pare individual species distributions state-wide or nationally. In addition, individual 

states are catalogued with lists of species present and number of recorded locations. 

Fine scale locality information for select imperiled species is not displayed. We hope 

this website will provide a quick and easy method for naturalists, state agency biolo-

gists, or just the interested public to find and view a reasonably detailed distribution 

map for all U.S. crayfish species. If anyone is interested in providing location data to 

expand distribution maps and be listed as a collaborator, they are welcome to con-

tact Dr Christopher Taylor at cataylor@illinois.edu.  

 Figure 1. American Crayfish Atlas - a newly launched website providing distributional data for crayfishes of the United States.  

americancrayfishatlas.web.illinois.edu 
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The book "About crayfish: from fishing to industry - crayfish 

breeding" can be a guide to astacology as it covers almost all 

aspects of crayfish science. The book will be useful for stu-

dents that start to learn crayfish biology, schools and colleges 

which deal with issues of aquaculture, beginning farmers, and 

anyone interested in crayfish, not only as food but also as a 

valuable biological target for research in physiology and ecolo-

gy. The author shares his own experience in breeding Europe-

an and American crayfish species. The book describes the nec-

essary skills and elements for organizing a typical crayfish 

farm. In particular, examples of equipment for ponds, nurse-

ries, fishing gear, transportation and storage of crayfish are 

described and shown. Characteristics and illustrations of most 

commercial types of crayfish are presented. The main life sup-

port systems for crayfish are described in detail, taking into 

account own experience and information from recent litera-

ture. For a long time, the author was a member of the Interna-

tional Association of Astacology and participated in its confer-

ences and symposia. Therefore, he gives examples on the his-

torical formation of the Russian school of astacologists, and 

the international symposiums on astacology. The author was 

directly involved in the formation of the first farms in the Rus-

sian Federation for breeding, catching, storing, processing, 

selling and marketing crayfish. The book contains a dictionary 

of terms used in astacology translated into Russian. There is 

also a summary and table of content in English. Particular 

attention is paid to the protection of crayfish, as well as their 

ecological significance for the quality of inland water bodies 

and their importance to humans in the Russian Federation. 

Figure 1: “О раках: от промысла к отраслевому направлению - раководству. ” 

(“About crayfish: from fishing to industry - crayfish breeding")  - a new book by 

Valery Pavlovich Fedotov 
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